
Liam Agnew - Trip Leader
Pronouns - He/Him

Where’s home? Vancouver

Where do/did you go to school? What do/did you study? I
graduated from Capilano University’s Outdoor Recreation
Management program in 2017, and now I am working at
Valhalla Pure Outfitters.

Favourite hobbies? Hiking, biking, reading, and board games.

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? I was a camper for 9 years, and this is my 5th year on staff.

Greatest Moment In Camping? Meeting so many cool people hiking Te Araroa in New
Zealand. Two months of some of the best hiking of my life, with beautiful views and lots
of wildlife

Elizabeth Andrews - Trip Leader
Pronouns -She/Her

Where’s home? I come from a small town north of Montreal,
Quebec called Sainte-Agathe-Des-Monts.

Where do/did you go to school? What do/did you study? I am
currently studying to become an adventure guide in British
Columbia and will be a graduate of the Adventure Guide
Diploma at Thompson Rivers University this spring.

Favourite hobbies? I love to read, ski and sail, but most of all I like to spend time
outdoors with my friends.

Do you have any future plans/goals you’d like to share? My goal for the next couple of
years is to work as a river guide, hopefully doing multi-day whitewater rafting and canoe
trips in the US and internationally

If you grew up at another camp: which one, for how long? Have you worked for another
camp? For how long? I grew up going to Camp Ouareau. I was nine my first year and



went every summer until I was seventeen, when I did their LIT program. I had worked
for Ouareau on and off in the six years since then.

Greatest Moment In Camping? I was winter camping and had to drag myself out of my
warm sleeping bag one night. We had had constant snow and cloudy skies up until then
so I was not expecting to be greeted by a clear sky full of stars. It took my breath away
and I forgot about the cold for a moment while I took in the sight.

Sam Angel - Trip Leader
Pronouns - He/Him

Where’s home? Ottawa

Where do/did you go to school? What do/did you study? I
recently attended McGill and completed an MSC in
Experimental Surgery. I am continuing to pursue research.

Favourite hobbies? Swimming.

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? I was a camper for 6 years, and this will be my 7th year on staff.

Greatest Moment In Camping? Peeing in my sleep during a winter camping trip.

Minka Bodzsar - Staff
Pronouns - She/Her

Where’s home? Hódmezővásárhely, Hungary

Where do/did you go to school? What do/did you study? I went
to the University of Szeged to be a teacher of English and
German. I’ve been teaching English in a local school since I
graduated in 2020.

Favourite hobbies? Playing board games with my sisters,
petting neighbourhood cats and drinking hot cocoa while snuggled in with a great book
and a warm blanket.



If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? No camping years, sadly, but this is my third year on staff.

Greatest Moment In Camping? Singing Hamilton in the kitchen and eating BLT bagels
at the jumping rocks.

Grant Bowles-Conover - Trip Leader, VII
Pronouns - He/Him

Where’s home? Toronto.

Where do/did you go to school? What did you study? I am currently at the University of
Calgary studying Education.

Favourite hobbies? Any physical activity, crocheting, and playing chess.

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? I was a camper for 6 years, and this will be my 8th summer
working at camp.

Greatest Moment In Camping? Leading a 2 week C de B we arrived at Center Falls and
had a delish pizza dinner. That night was one of those times where you appreciate just
how big our universe is; the night sky was filled with stars. We stayed up lying on the
rock beside the falls staring up at the night sky and singing songs.

Matthew Chung - Trip Leader
Pronouns - He/Him

Where’s home? Guelph.

Where do/did you go to school? What did you study? If you are not currently in school,
what are you up to? I’m currently studying physics and education at the University of
British Columbia.

Favourite hobbies? Paddling, cooking, martial arts.



Have you done/received any notable travelling, volunteering, awards since 2019 you’d
like to share? I’ve done some cool research on computational modelling of type I
diabetes that I presented at a research conference this past year.

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? I was a camper for 9 years, and this will be my first year working
for Wanapitei.

Greatest Moment In Camping? Getting to the end of the overland on my VII and seeing
the Fraser Valley for the first time. It was an amazing experience that I got to share with
some of my best friends in the world.

Connor Cepella - Trip Leader, VII
Pronouns - He/Him

Where’s home? Whitehorse.

Where do/did you go to school? What do/did you study? I
graduated from Dalhousie University with a BA in
Environmental Studies, and then went on to receive my
Master of Resource and Environmental Management.

Favourite hobbies? Telemark ski touring and fly fishing.

Do you have any future plans/goals you’d like to share? I’m starting the JD/JID at the
University of Victoria in September 2021.

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? I was a camper for 8 years, and this is my 8th year on staff.

Greatest Moment In Camping? Arriving at the Pontax River on V1!



Jordan Decker - Trip Leader
Pronouns - She/Her

Where’s home? Toronto

Where do/did you go to school? What do/did you study? I am
pursuing a double major in business and Environment &
Health at Western University.

Favourite hobbies? Hockey, canoeing, reading, but mostly
spending as much time as I can with friends and family!

Have you done/received any notable travelling, volunteering,
awards since 2019 you’d like to share? I was an upper year student leader (Soph) in
residence this past year.

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? 6 years as a camper, and this is my first year on staff.

Greatest Moment In Camping? On 'New Years' day of V2 the whole group ran to the top
of a massive hill, screamed a New Years countdown, then took shots of apple cider
vinegar to celebrate. We were all laughing so hard, such a beautiful and strange
moment.

Perry Dollar - Trip Leader
Pronouns - He/Him

Where’s home? Toronto

Where do/did you go to school? What do/did you study? I am currently at Carleton
University studying towards a Bachelor of Commerce.

Favourite hobbies? Team sports, running, cooking, woodworking.

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? I started at Wanapitei as a Bay Tripper, and was a camper for 3
years. This year will be my second year on staff.

Greatest Moment In Camping? Spending time in the Yukon where it was always bright
out.



Liz Evans - Trip Leader
Pronouns - She/Her

Where’s home? Calgary.

Where do/did you go to school? What do/did you study? If you are not currently in
school, what are you up to? I graduated from Western University from the
Environmental Engineering program. I’m currently getting into backcountry ski touring.

Favourite hobbies? Hiking, camping, skiing, and travelling.

Do you have any future plans/goals you’d like to share? My goal is to travel and work in
New Zealand.

How many years have you worked for Wanapitei? This is my second year on staff.

If you grew up at another camp: which one, for how long? Have you worked for another
camp? For how long? Camp Chief Hector, camper for 11 years, worked for 3 years.

Greatest Moment In Camping? Completing my first trip with Wanapitei in 2019 as it was
the most challenging and most rewarding experience.

Jacob Fischer - Trip Leader
Pronouns - He/They

Where’s home? Peterborough, but I grew up in Toronto.

Where do/did you go to school? What did you study? If you are not currently in school,
what are you up to? I studied Philosophy at Trent University with a specialization in
Ethics. I’m currently working toward Law School.

Favourite hobbies? Philosophy is my biggest hobby, but I also enjoy playing
instruments, singing, cooking, and am recognized as a Top 50 Player in the East
Division of Super Smash Bros. Melee.

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? I was a camper between 2007-2016 and have been a staff
member since 2017.



Greatest Moment In Camping? My greatest moment in camping is returning from my
evacuation on my VII after a back injury. I missed my group and seeing everyone as
excited to see me as I was to see them was incredibly touching.

Jacob Fischer-Schmidt - Art & Nature Instructor
Pronouns - They/Them

Where’s home? I currently live in the Coast Salish territories
known as Vancouver, though I grew up in Toronto.

Where do/did you go to school? What do/did you study? I am
now a Nature Mentor and Instructor at an outdoor school
called Soaring Eagle Nature School. I went to UBC, but I've
found that I've learned so much from forests, elders in my
community, especially at the Kwekwecnewtxw Watch House. I

also do work for the BC Francophone community in a project for young leaders towards
healthy relationships.

Favourite hobbies? I love creating from natural materials, which is what I hope to bring
forward at Wanapitei. I'm finding that the process of meeting, harvesting; then drying,
weaving, carving or infusing those plant and other materials deepens our relationships
to those beings.

Have you done/received any notable travelling, volunteering, awards since 2019 you’d
like to share? Do you have any future plans/goals you’d like to share? Since 2019, I've
been involved with various Indigenous-led land defense projects, whose leadership and
stories I'm hoping to weave respectfully into all my work. Learning from the Mountain
Protectors at Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh, and Maya Qeq'chi Matriarchs with
Saqchahim have shown me that building our relationship with lands requires looking at
its beauty, as well as its colonial history.

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? I was a camper at Wanapitei from CdeB to my V2 in 2013! We
paddled the Coppermine River. This, however, is my first year ever working at
Wanapitei. I've only been back to witness my 3 younger siblings paddle under the
bridge for each of their V2s.



Greatest Moment In Camping? I love love love the West Coast Trail on Vancouver
Island, following the Pacific Coast through Pacheedaht and Nuu-Chah-Nulth territories.
The wild mussels fields are spectacular, outdone only by the migrating humpback
whales just meters offshore. Where the land meets water is a fantastic meeting of great
forces!

Severen Fischer-Schmidt - Trip Leader, VII
Pronouns - She/Her

Where’s home? Home has been Kjipuktuk/Halifax for the
past 5 years.

Where do/did you go to school? What did you study? If you
are not currently in school, what are you up to? I currently
study Spanish and Latin American Studies and
Contemporary Studies at Dalhousie and University of King's
College.

Favourite hobbies? Probably being outdoors in good
weather, reading, and cooking for friends and family.

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? Since I was a Temag. I've been on staff for 5 years.

Greatest Moment In Camping (2-3 sentences)? Finishing overland on my V2 to the
Horton River. Our leaders read us a letter by previous V2 leaders letting us know we'd
made it.

Jack Gardiner - Trip Leader
Pronouns - He/Him

Where’s home? Aurora, Ontario.

Where do/did you go to school? What did you study? If you are not currently in school,
what are you up to? I went to school at UBC Okanagan, where I just graduated with a
Bsc in Human Kinetics.

Favourite hobbies? Playing video games, running, and basketball.



Do you have any future plans/goals you’d like to share? I am hoping to take a year off of
school to enjoy the nature of beautiful British Columbia before going back to school for
my bachelors of education, where my goal is to become a secondary school biology
teacher.

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? I was a camper for 12 years, and this will be my 4th year on staff.

Greatest Moment In Camping? Camping on teabag point after VII and everyone
sleeping outside the tent that night. I fell asleep in the kitchen and woke up to my
leaders, Angus and Hobbs, making breakfast right beside me as if I wasn’t even there.

Logan Germain - Trip Leader
Pronouns - She/Her

Where’s home? Oakville.

Where do/did you go to school? What do/did you study? I recently graduated from the
Environmental Life Sciences program at Queen’s University.

Favourite hobbies? Snowboarding, climbing, reading.

Do you have any future plans/goals you’d like to share? I’m planning to start my
Master's in September in Biomedical and Molecular Sciences.

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? I was a camper for 4 years, and this is my 4th year on staff. I
grew up at YMCA Camp Pinecrest before coming to Wanapitei.

Greatest Moment In Camping? Chasing a herd of caribou over the arctic tundra with my
V2 group.

Emma Gillmore - Office Assistant
Pronouns -She/Her

Where’s home? Spencerville, Ontario.

Where do/did you go to school? What did you study? If you are
not currently in school, what are you up to? I graduated from



Algonquin College in Massage Therapy and have been working as a Registered
Massage Therapist for 4 years now.

Favourite hobbies? Camping, canoeing, swimming, reading, music, snuggling my pups.

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? I was a camper for 7 years, and this is my 2nd year on staff.

Greatest Moment In Camping (2-3 sentences)? Hard to choose just one...my greatest
moments in camping will probably always be my v2 on the Coppermine River. The
beauty, the company, the shenanigans, everything.

Eamonn Gogan - Trip Leader
Pronouns - He/Him

Where’s home? Montreal.

Where do/did you go to school? What do/did you study? I have a master’s degree in
History from McGill, and an undergraduate degree in Biochemistry and History from the
University of Guelph.

Favourite hobbies? Creating collages in the Arts & Crafts cabin.

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? I was a camper for 2 years, and this is my 7th year on staff.

Greatest Moment In Camping? Paddling under the bridge after my camper Bay Trip.

Henry Gould - Trip Leader
Pronouns - He/Him

Where’s home? Squamish, BC.

Where do/did you go to school? What did you study? If you are
not currently in school, what are you up to? I went to school at
Queen’s University and studied Engineering Physics. I’m now
working as an engineer in British Columber for a company
researching and developing nuclear fusion energy!

Favourite hobbies? I love climbing, theatre, and board games!



Have you done/received any notable travelling, volunteering, awards since 2019 you’d
like to share? I travelled to Peru with a couple friends to hike around the Andes to
celebrate my final year of university.

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? I was a camper for 3 years, and worked at Wanapitei for 4
summers.

Greatest Moment In Camping? I remember looking out across a plain of fractured ice as
we rounded a bend on the Arctic Ocean en route to the mouth of the Rae River to begin
our upstream. What was meant to be an afternoon of paddling became 2 long days of
maneuvering around ice flows, enjoying what was one of the wildest days in my canoe
tripping career.

Riley Heavens - Trip Leader
Pronouns - She/Her

Where’s home? Montreal.

Where do/did you go to school? What do/did you study? I just
graduated from Dawson College, and will be starting at
Concordia University in fall 2021 studying Human Relations.

Favourite hobbies? Painting and enjoying the outdoors.

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years?
How many years have you worked for Wanapitei? This will be my 4th year working at
Wanapitei.

Greatest Moment In Camping? Just lying in the grass and watching the stars for hours.

Frieda Hodgins - Trip Leader, VII
Pronouns - She/Her

Where’s home? Tofino, British Columbia, on a boat!

Where do/did you go to school? What do/did you study? If you
are not currently in school, what are you up to? I graduated



from health sciences at Dalhousie University, Halifax NS, in 2019. This year I worked
surveying salmon, dispatching float planes to remote communities and consulting for a
First Nation kelp start-up.

Favourite hobbies? Photography and adventure.

Have you done/received any notable travelling, volunteering, awards since 2019 you’d
like to share? Backpacked areas of South America with Kimberley who is also guiding
VII!

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? I was a camper for 10 years, and this is my 5th year on staff.

Greatest Moment In Camping? A midnight ocean dip last summer under a clear starry
sky with bioluminescence sparkling in the water around me.

Cori-Anne Huisman - Trip Leader, VII
Pronouns - She/Her

Where’s home? Fernie, BC.

Where do/did you go to school? What did you study? If you are
not currently in school, what are you up to? I attend the Ontario
Veterinary College at the University of Guelph for veterinary
medicine.

Favourite hobbies? Hockey, travelling, hiking, and canoe tripping!

Do you have any future plans/goals you’d like to share? This upcoming June 2022 I will
graduate to become a veterinarian!

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? I was a camper for 11 years, and this summer is my 8th year
working as a leader.

Greatest Moment In Camping? Cresting our height-of-land portage on V2 in 2019. Rain
was pouring down on our faces, but as we finished the last hundred metres of that long
portage, we started running with our packs on and dancing in the downpour. I will never
forget those proud smiles in front of one of the most beautiful mountain landscapes I’ve
ever seen!



Kimberley Huisman- Trip Leader, VII
Pronouns - She/Her

Where’s home? Good question! Does camp Wanapitei count?

Where do/did you go to school? What do/did you study? I am
just finishing up my Bachelor of Environmental Science at
Laurentian University. I did my first four year in Concordia
before transferring programs to specialize in Ecology.

Favourite hobbies? Hockey, running, volleyball, hiking, and pretty much anything else
that allows me to run around, especially if it's outside. I also love to sing.

Have you done/received any notable travelling, volunteering, awards since 2019 you’d
like to share? Last year I travelled for a month and a half in Peru with my cousin, Frieda,
before completing an internship in Belize restoring wetland habitat for frog species in
the Mayan mountains. While I was there I was lucky enough to also get to assist with
netting and tagging of bats in the area.

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? I was a camper at Wanapitei for 13 years and have now worked
on staff for 5 years.

Greatest Moment In Camping? My greatest moment in Camping was last summer on a
canoe trip I did with my family down the Bloodvein river. We were camping on this
beautiful rocky site and I looked over to find my dad sitting on his camping chair,
balanced on a smaller rock poking up in the middle of the river, with fog all around him,
a coffee in his hand and a big grin on his face. It reminded me of why I love being
outside and exploring nature and just how much joy a canoe trip can bring to people.

Claire Hunter - Site Staff
Pronouns - She/Her

Where’s home? Toronto.

Where do/did you go to school? What did you study? I
currently go to McGill University for microbiology and
immunology.



Favourite hobbies? I like playing guitar and trying to do Bollywood dance!

Do you have any future plans/goals you’d like to share? I want to collect one of every
kind of sports ball.

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? I was a camper for 8 years, and this is my first year on staff!

Greatest Moment In Camping? Spotting a giant porcupine mid-portage on V2!

Sarah Irvine - Trip Leader
Pronouns - She/Her

Where’s home? Toronto.

Where do/did you go to school? What did you study? If you
are not currently in school, what are you up to? I’m currently
in my second year at Dalhousie studying International
Development.

Favourite hobbies? The majority of my hobbies include
crafting of all sorts, specifically sewing, crocheting, painting, and pottery. I also love
cooking and traveling!

Do you have any future plans/goals you’d like to share? I’m planning on spending a
semester volunteering in Whitehorse, which I’m very excited about!

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? I was a camper at Wanapitei for 11 years, and this year will be
my first summer on staff!

Greatest Moment In Camping? My favourite moment camping would have to be during
my Bay Trip. It was our first day paddling on James Bay, and we paddled through the
night. It also happened to be my birthday, and I got to see the Northern Lights for the
first time. I will definitely never forget that.



Sophie Karovitch - Trip Leader
Pronouns - She/Her

Where’s home? Ottawa.

Where do/did you go to school? What did you study? If you
are not currently in school, what are you up to? I go to
McGill, and I’m studying math and physiology.

Favourite hobbies? I love crafting right now. I’m currently
crocheting up a storm! I’ve also been walking A LOT.

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? I was a camper for 12 years. This will be my first year working for
Wanapitei.

Greatest Moment In Camping? I can’t possibly choose one greatest moment from my
12 years at camp, but I remember my first year of Juniors being so perfect and it was
the start of a love that has lasted more than a decade. Camping for me is so much more
than just it’s parts. My camp family is what makes or breaks it for me.

Dana King - Trip Leader/Tripping Assistant
Pronouns - She/Her

Where’s home? Cape Breton, Nova Scotia. I wasn’t born there, but might as well have
been!

Where do/did you go to school? What do/did you study? I’m currently studying
Psychology and Indigenous Studies at Work University.

Favourite hobbies? Fostering kitties, practicing yoga, trying to keep my plants alive, etc.
Have you done/received any notable travelling, volunteering, awards since 2019 you’d
like to share? The only travelling I've done since the beginning of the pandemic is
around the GTA delivering kitties to their new homes. I've fostered so many by now, it's
very rewarding :)

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? I was a camper for 6 years, and this is my second year on staff.



Greatest Moment In Camping? My greatest moments have always been when I prove
myself wrong on something that I thought I wasn't strong enough to do. Whether it's
carrying heavy packs, paddling tough waters or working long hours, showing that I,
along with my fellow staff members/campers can really do anything is super fulfilling.

Clare Littlechild - Kitchen Staff
Pronouns - She/Her

Where’s home? I live on a horse farm 30 minutes outside
of Toronto!

Where do/did you go to school? What did you study? I am
currently attending Western University, where I am
studying Global Justive and Feminist, Queer, and Critical
Race Theory. I just finished my second year and am
planning on pursuing a JD after my undergrad, as well as
a PhD, and potentially an LLM!

Favourite hobbies? Horseback riding, spending time outdoors (especially with animals,
reading, crocheting, preparing for the LSAT.

Have you done/received any notable travelling, volunteering, awards since 2019 you’d
like to share? I recently found out that I received a Killam Fellowship and will be
attending my top choice school, Wellesley College! This means that I’ll be receiving an
educational grant and moving to Boston from January-June 2022 to study political
science, women’s studies, and law. I am super honoured and excited! I am also
currently working for a human rights NGO and recently got cited in a submission to the
House of Commons.

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? If you grew up at another camp: which one, for how long? I work
at Chukker Hill Farm summer camp, which is my family’s private equestrian camp that
we run at our farm! I’ve been helping since I was a kid, and it’s so much fun to work with
our horses.

Greatest Moment In Camping? While I haven’t done a lot of tripping, I do remember
camping in Algonquin with my mom when I was little, and how much fun it was! My
favourite memory is probably seeing wild animals, like the time we saw a moose family



or a mother bear and her cub! I love animals, so this was a really cool experience for
me as a kid.

Cameron MacPhail - Trip Leader
Pronouns -He/Him

Where’s home? Currently, the road.

Where do/did you go to school? What did you study? I just
graduated from Queen’s University with a biology degree.

Favourite hobbies? I like to play rugby, travel outdoors by
various means (canoe, hike, run, ski, bike, etc.), cook and
read among other things.

Do you have any future plans/goals you’d like to share? I plan to take a year off before
grad school to road trip around Canada after this summer.

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? I was a camper for 10 years, since Juniors, and I have now
worked at camp for 3 summers.

Greatest Moment In Camping? Swimming in the Arctic Ocean in howling winds on the
last night of our VII, with a beach bonfire that was entirely ineffective at warming us up.

Ella MacPhail - Trip Leader
Pronouns - She/Her

Where’s home? Kingston, Ontario.

Where do/did you go to school? What do/did you study? I’m
currently studying science at Dalhousie University.

Favourite hobbies? Spending time outdoors and with friends.

Do you have any future plans/goals you’d like to share? I
want to travel and then do more schooling.

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? I was a camper for 8 years, and this will be my first year on staff.



Greatest Moment In Camping? Stumbling across a hot spring on the side of the river.
The spring was a shallow, narrow, and very slimy stream of water but it was warm, so
we all bathed in it before we continued through the canyon.

Owen Melanson - Trip Leader, VII
Pronouns - He/Him

Where’s home? Born in Ottawa, but currently living in
Whitehorse.

Where do/did you go to school? What do/did you study? I have
my Bachelor’s of Psychology from UNiversity of King’s COllege
and Dalhousie. I’ve recently taken credits from the University of
Guelph to apply to teacher’s college at Yukon University.

Favourite hobbies? Ice hockey, chess, video games.

Have you done/received any notable travelling, volunteering, awards since 2019 you’d
like to share? Coached the Indian women's ice hockey team to their first international
victory at the IIHF Challenge Cup of Asia in Bangkok. Guinness World Record holder for
highest altitude ice hockey game in the Himalayas at 4,200m.

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? I was a camper for 3 years, and this is my 7th year on staff. I’ve
also worked for other outdoor education companies, notably ALIVE outdoors.

Greatest Moment In Camping? Camping at the base of a volcano in Ecuador. Waking
up at sunrise to see the first sun reflect off the top of the volcano and slowly work it's
way down.

Grace Murdoch - Trip Leader
Pronouns - She/Her

Where’s home? Arnprior, Ontario.

Where do/did you go to school? What did you study? If you
are not currently in school, what are you up to? I plan to
attend the University of Waterloo in the fall of 2021 to study
international development.



Favourite hobbies? Some favourite hobbies of mine are reading, hiking, abcking, and
most recently geocaching!

Have you done/received any notable travelling, volunteering, awards since 2019 you’d
like to share? Do you have any future plans/goals you’d like to share? This past year, I
spent some time volunteering at a local animal hospital. I’ve always been interested in
animal biology and technology, and I was fortunate enough to score a position where I
worked closely with veterinarians and technicians! One of my most notable travelling
experiences would be in March 2019 when my Aunt and I flew to Costa Rica, rented a
car, and drove all across the country going hikes along the way! We only had a week to
fit as much in as we could. It was exhausting, yet fulfilling!

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? This will be my ninth year at camp, and my first year on staff!

Greatest Moment In Camping? The best single memory is definitely on our V1 trip on
the Moisie River in Quebec. The current was so fast it wasn’t necessary to paddle, and
we were under no time pressure whatsoever. The weather was so perfect, not a cloud in
the sky and superbly sunny and warm. We all rafted up and floated down the river
together, relaxing, reading and playing guitar! I remember looking around and not
believing I was actually there. The scenery was like nothing I had ever seen
before--surreal, like floating through a painting!

Tobin Nickle-Lott - Site Staff
Pronouns - He/Him

Where’s home? North Bay.

Where do/did you go to school? What did you study? I’m going
to Sheridan College for Industrial Design.

Favourite hobbies? I really love sketching and
problem-solving.

Do you have any future plans/goals you’d like to share? I'd like to take my creative
knowledge to work in New Zealand at Weta Workshop, to make designs and props for
movies.



If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? I had worked a part of a summer the year before last, and am
glad to be back to add more time to my belt.

Greatest Moment In Camping? I think my favourite moment was when I was on a
Leaders of the Day trip with my school. It was a great time throughout, but a really
special moment for me was waking up at dawn (accidentally) and getting to watch the
fog rise off the shores of Killarney Provincial Park.

Mark Nicol - Program Director (August)
Pronouns - He/Him

Where’s home? Ottawa

Where do/did you go to school? What do/did you study? I have a BA in English and
Environmental Thought from Mount Allison University, and now I'm studying to become
a nurse!

Favourite hobbies? Playing basketball and journaling!

Do you have any future plans/goals you’d like to share? I'm going to open a long-term
home. It will be a lovely place where people will actually want to live. In that sense, it will
be kind of like camp!

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? I was a camper for 5 years, and this will be my 7th year on staff.

Greatest Moment In Camping? Once upon a time, I was looking for a campsite with the
ineffable Helen. All of a sudden, we found ourselves in a starting context with a lynx.
And we ran away!

Jack Panayi - Canoe Instructor (August)
Pronouns - He/Him

Where’s home? Jack Panayi.

Where do/did you go to school? What did you study? If you are not currently in school,
what are you up to? I’m currently studying geography at Carleton University.

Favourite hobbies? Paddling, cross country skiing, and skite skiing.



If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? I was a camper for 4 years and this will be my second year on
staff.

Greatest Moment In Camping? Arriving at a beautiful island on snowbird lake on my VII.
It was all covered in perfect green moss so that it looked like a golf course, and we just
ran around, exploring the whole island.

Laura Perberdy, Trip Leader
Pronouns - She/They

Where’s home? Toronto.

Where do/did you go to school? What do/did you study? I am in my third year at the
University of Toronto studying global health and immunology.

Favourite hobbies? My favourite hobbies include knitting, cycling, and going for long
walks in the city.

Have you done/received any notable travelling, volunteering, awards since 2019 you’d
like to share? Do you have any future plans/goals you’d like to share? Since camp was
cancelled last year, I have been working at a long term care home in Toronto. This led
me to want to pursue nursing after I am done with my undergrad. I have also been
volunteering with Toronto People's Pantry as a chef and doing logistics.

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? I was a camper for 4 years, and this is my 2nd year on staff.
Before I came to Wanapitei, I went to Doe Lake for 5-ish years.

Greatest Moment In Camping? My greatest moment in camping happened on a CdeB
trip that Ethan and I led. After a long day full of portaging, we found a beautiful campsite
and we quickly had a swim before the sun set. That night, the sky was completely clear
and we watched the sun set before going to bed.



Sasha Pickering - Trip Leader
Pronouns - She/Her

Where’s home? Nova Scotia.

Where do/did you go to school? What did you study? If you
are not currently in school, what are you up to? Currently
calling Halifax home, where I am studying at Dalhousie.

Favourite hobbies? I think my hobbies have been similar to
everyone else’s pandemic hobbies.

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? I was a camper for 4 years, and this is my 7th year on staff.

Greatest Moment In Camping? My favourite moments in camping are the simple ones:
calm water on a big lake, turning the corner on a river, sharing stories while paddling
and always being able to swim. The greatest moments, however, have turned into the
best friendships. These are most most treasured moments because they continue to
exist.

Ethan Rajaratnam - Trip Leader
Pronouns - He/Him

Where’s home? Toronto

Where do/did you go to school? What do/did you study? I'm a fourth year
undergraduate student at Western University and I'm studying epidemiology and
biostatistics.

Favourite hobbies? I love camping, working out, reading, running, and playing sports
like soccer and volleyball.

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? I was a camper for 5 years and this is my second year on staff.

Greatest Moment In Camping? My Greatest Moment In Camping was on my VII, when
my friend Perry and I decided to build some awesome forts out of canoes, tarps, and



food packs. It got a bit rainy and windy that night, but we slept in the forts anyway and
had a great time!

Gabriel Riendeau - Trip Leader
Pronouns - He/Him

Where’s home? Ottawa, though I’ve been living in Nelson,
British Columbia this year.

Where do/did you go to school? What did you study? If you
are not currently in school, what are you up to? I studied fine
woodworking at Selkirk College in Nelson, BC this year.

Favourite hobbies? Jumping on trampolines, being outside, making things.

Have you done any notable travelling, volunteering, awares since 2019 you’d like to
share? I backpacked in Europe pre-covid last year, which was pretty great!

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? I was a camper for 5 years, and this is my first year on staff.

Greatest Moment In Camping? Reaching the Fraser Valley near the end of my V2 and
seeing the most beautiful view I had ever seen.

Brigid Roeder - Trip Leader
Pronouns - She/Her

Where’s home? Ottawa

Where do/did you go to school? What do/did you study? I just graduated from McGill
University with a Bachelor of Education.

Favourite hobbies? Skiing, baking, playing guitar.

How many years have you worked for Wanapitei? This is my fifth year working at
Wanapitei.



Greatest Moment In Camping? A crappy, dreary, rainy day, a brutal, muddy portage,
and some campers who just started having a hoot playing in the mud! A great reminder
to appreciate the moment, and of why we do this.

Ella Taylor - Trip Leader
Pronouns - She/Her

Where’s home? Toronto.

Where do/did you go to school? What did you study? If you are
not currently in school, what are you up to? I am currently
studying Curation and Criticism at OCAD University.

Favourite hobbies? I love watercolour painting, rock climbing,
and anything outside.

Do you have any future plans/goals you’d like to share? I’m hoping to someday paddle
the George River to Ungava Bay.

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? I’ve been tripping with Wanapitei for 7 years as a camper, and I
am very excited for my first year on staff this summer!

Greatest Moment In Camping? Approaching the Fraser Valley in Labrador after several
weeks of portaging only to find out that it was dry!

Mark Teron - Trip Leader
Pronouns - He/Him

Where’s home? Toronto

Where do/did you go to school? What do/did you study? I’m
studying Mechanical Engineering with a minor in the Musical
Applications of Technology at McGill University.

Favourite hobbies? Skateboarding, Snowboarding, Rock
Climbing, Music and of course Canoeing and Camping.



Have you done/received any notable travelling, volunteering, awards since 2019 you’d
like to share? As the world begins to open up, I plan to do more work on McGill’s Baja
(Off Road Racing) design team, and eventually follow in my parents footsteps
backpacking across the globe.

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? I was a Wanapitei camper for 4 years, and this will be my first
year on staff. I was a camper at Camp Ahmek for 7 years before finding home.

Greatest Moment In Camping? After a tricky portage on my V1, my leader Sam and I
went up to grab the last boat when he let me know if we left it empty we could run the
giant piece of whitewater the portage went around. We planned out our route knowing
we were probably going to dump but wanted to have some fun getting as far as we
could get beforehand. After some of the biggest waves I have ever run, we finally
dumped right where we thought we would and gently floated down river to meet up with
the rest of the group after a set well ran.

Helen Thomas - Tripping Director
Pronouns -She/Her

Where’s home? Generally, England right now.

Where do/did you go to school? What do/did you study? I
completed my Master in Medieval Archaeology from the
University of York.

Favourite hobbies? Splashing around in water, reading,
hiking, cooking, watching baseball, climbing, and my cats.

Have you done/received any notable travelling, volunteering, awards since 2019 you’d
like to share? I've been volunteering in the vaccination centres here in England and it's
been incredible to be part of the roll-out (and to have so many conversations with new
people!).

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? I was a camper for 10 years, and this will be my 7th summer on
staff.

Greatest Moment In Camping? In this year of relative solitude, I have been longing for
those evenings in the bug tent on VII when the whole group would congregate together



to do their own thing. I miss being able to look around a space and see in one glance 9
other people I love and admire.

Lucas Whitear - Trip Leader
Pronouns - He/Him

Where’s home? Scarborough

Where do/did you go to school? What do/did you study? I’m currently at George Brown
College in the HVAC Technician program.

Favourite hobbies? Paddling, biking, and exploring.

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? 7 years as a camper and this is my third year on staff.

Greatest Moment In Camping? My greatest moment in camping is from my V2 when we
finished the first half of the Dubawnt canyon portage. It was one of the buggiest
portages I had ever done but one of the most rewarding. At the finish we set up camp in
a spot that overlooked the entire canyon and took a million photos with it in the
background.

Emmerson Wilson - Trip Leader
Pronouns - She/Her

Where’s home? Ottawa.

If you are not currently in school, what are you up to? I recently graduated with a
Bachelor of Science, and I’m currently a research assistant for St. Francis Xavier
University.

Favourite hobbies? Hiking and other outdoor activities, painting, spending time with
family.

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? I was a camper for 8 years, and this is my 5th year on staff.



Greatest Moment In Camping? Waking up to snow on my birthday (July 20th) on V2!
Cold, but pretty special!

Cian Wilson-Valdes - Trip Leader
Pronouns - He/Him

Where’s home? Nelson, British Columbia.

Where do/did you go to school? What do/did you study? I
spent my last winter working at Whitewater Ski Resort near my
home in Nelson, BC and getting wilderness rescue and safety
certifications for this summer's adventures.

Favourite hobbies? Snowboarding, Canoe tripping, hiking and
board games.

Have you done/received any notable travelling, volunteering, awards since 2019 you’d
like to share? I enjoyed last summer doing some epic hiking in my backyard, in the
Kootenay Mountains.

If you were a camper at Wanapitei, for how many years? How many years have you
worked for Wanapitei? I was a camper for 5 years, and this is my second year on staff.

Greatest Moment In Camping? Through all my years camping, nothing is as amazing as
the skies in the North.The most beautiful skies are the night skies.The first time I saw
the northern lights dancing in the air, I was blown away. I watch them until my eyes shut
every night they are out.


